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Honda Motorcycle History

Honda was founded in the late 1940s as Japan struggled to rebuild following the Second World War Company founder Soichiro
Honda first began manufacturing piston rings before turning his attention to inexpensive motorcycles. Mr. Honda always had a
passion for engineering, and this became evident by the wild sales success of his motorcycles in the 1960s and by competing
head-to-head against the world s best on racetracks. Today, Honda is a juggernaut, offering class-leading machines in most every
category.

1906 Soichiro Honda is born in Hamamatsu, Japan. His father owns a blacksmith shop that also repairs bicycles. As a young man,
Honda is an apprentice in an automotive garage in Tokyo.

1928 Honda returns to Hamamatsu to open his own auto repair shop. Enamored with speed, he builds his own race car.

1936 Honda is injured in an auto racing accident.

1937 He forms a company to manufacture piston rings. After a shaky start (owing mostly to his complete lack of formal training in
metallurgy) his company becomes successful. He is a key supplier to Toyota, which starts manufacturing cars at about the same
time.

1946 Soichiro Honda sells his piston-ring business. Japan is struggling to regain some semblance of normalcy, after having been
bombed flat at the end of WWII. Honda realizes the need for affordable transportation and begins grafting war-surplus two-stroke
motors onto bicycles. (The motors had originally been intended for use on portable generators for military radios.)

1948 Honda Motor Co. Ltd is incorporated. Soichiro Honda focuses on the engineering side of the business, while financial
operations are controlled by Takeo Fujisawa.

1949 The company produces its first real motorcycle, powered by a 98cc a two-stroke motor. When an employee sees the first one
assembled and it is ridden outside the factory, he says, “It s like a dream.” The name “Dream” was adopted for the bike, officially
known as Model D.

1951 Mr. Honda is infuriated by the noise, smell and fumes from the two-stroke motorbikes (including his own) that crowd
Japanese city streets. In response, the company creates its first four-stroke motorcycle, the Dream E (146cc).

1952 Despite the fact that he despises such “primitive” powerplants, Honda flirts with his original notion of auxiliary motors for
bicycles. The Cub F (two-stroke, 50cc) clip-on motor is sold through thousands of independent bicycle shops across Japan. It is
only manufactured for two years, but it introduces the “Cub” trademark, which will be popular for decades in various guises.

1953 The Benly J (4-stroke, 90cc) is released. At least some of these were sold with “Benly” tank-badges, and carried the Honda
name on engine cases only. The Benly series also lasted a long time, and ushered in an era of improved performance. They were
immediately popular with Japan s amateur racers.

1954 Soichiro Honda shares his own dream, of success in Grand Prix motorcycle racing. He writes, “My childhood dream was to
be a champion of motor racing with a machine built by myself. However, before becoming world champion, it is strongly required to
establish a stable corporate structure, provided with precise production facilities and superior product design. From this point of
view we have been concentrating on providing high quality products to meet Japanese domestic consumer demand and we have
not had enough time to pour our efforts in motor cycle racing until now... | here avow my intention that | will participate in the TT
race and | proclaim with my fellow employees that | will pour all my energy and creative powers into winning.”

Mr. Honda attended the Isle of Man races as an observer that year, paying particular attention to the German-made NSU
motorcycles that dominated the 125 and 250 classes. Although it is widely believed Honda “copied” these machines, it is not true;
the NSU racers were singles with bevel-drive cams—nothing like the early Honda racers.

1957 The leading Italian manufacturers, including MV Agusta, Gilera, and Mondial announce that they will withdraw from World
Championship racing, citing increasing costs. MV Agusta will renege on this agreement and continue racing. Honda buys one of
the last Mondial race bikes. The Japanese company doesn t copy the Italian bike, but it does use it as a source of inspiration and
an example of the standard they need to reach.

1958 The Super Cub (aka C100, aka CA100, aka simply “the Honda 50”) hits the market. It features a pressed-steel frame,
leading-link fork, step-through design and a 50cc four-stroke motor. It is destined to be sold under various names, and will later
grow to 70cc, and finally 90cc. It will become the most popular motorcycle—indeed, the most popular motor vehicle of any kind.
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S h a I I/)S Honda . Yamaha . Suzuki . Polaris . KTM
Motorsports

1-40 & Eastern Amarillo, TX

-The areas leading and most knowledgeable sales staff
-Offering the best in sales, parts, and service for over 40 years
-A full line of parts and accessories with unprecedented customer service

-The largest selection of mptgljéylce's and ATVs in the Texas panhandle

Striving for Excellence
R g .r_..‘::,,_ f' - ,

_..DRIVEN

ph. 806.373.3051
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Specnallzmg in Auto/Motorcycle Repair and Bullding

Champion Trikes

463-1118

Diagnostic & epair

*xSidecars
x Trikes

S Harley-Davidson
Ultra Classic

Colorado GOLDWINGS
Trailer 1500/1800

* Trailers

xHard Bags
xReverse Gear
xEasy Steer

*& much more....

Asie Sr

(Bldg 3814) X
Western
Business

Park

Business Park

Western St

HOURS:

3814 Business Park Amarillo Tx 79110

Lone Star Financial Consultants

Chuck Ferrell Marc Ferrell

3101 Hobbs, Suite 201 806-331-5732
Amarillo, Texas 79109 Toll Free 866-502-5732

Present this coupon for 10% off
f any single item purchase at:

Western Crossing Shopping Center
I-40 & S. Western (2207 S. Western)
806-331-0022

Referred by: 0/

MON 8AM TO 6PM HD Reverse Gear
CLOSED SAT & SUN

Leather Wearing Apparel and Accessories
All Types of Leather Repair and Alterations

Yeathers

Tim Monk 2918 SW 6th
Phone: 342-0260 Amarillo, Texas 79106
Fax: 331-7302 On Historic Rt. 66

BARNETT CYCLE
CARGO TRAILERS

Jerry Barnett

24696 Marks Rd.
Splendora, TX
713-201-5090

Bear1947 @ Juno.com
BARNETT CYCLE.COM
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Burkhalter Automotive NORM HENSON
Aﬁg:iugurr;a:g?ga Track Operator

Racer Hotline 622-2010
sixtyfourdodger@yahoo.com

JOE BURKHALTER (Owner)
383-3637 (Work) ASE
381-9811 (Home) Certified

pr— |

www.amarillodragway.com

SALES, SERVICE . RESIDENTIAL
INSTALLATION Emergency Service COMMERCIAL
: ittt ooty INDUSTRIAL

C.B. PLUMBING CO.
HEATING & AIR Donald Corz[ay
Licensed & Bonded ATTORNEY AT LAW

1220 S. GEORGIA, SUITE E

806-356-3400
AAAAAANPPADS

M-15956 PHONE (806) 376-5853 P.C. BOX 1605

HAROLD BARCLAY P.O. BOX 30531 )
25 Vit Expiranc AMARILLO, TEXAS 76120 FAX (806) 376-6066 AMARILLO, TEXAS 79105

THE TRIKE SHOP OF AMARILLO INC.

FEATURING
THE ULTIMATE CONVERSION
CALIFORNIA SIDECAR CONVERSION

ESCAPADE & CHEYENNE TRAILERS
FOR 1500 & 1800 GW, VALKYRIE & HARLEY DAVIDSON

CLEAN USED BIKES & TRAILERS

ACCESSORIES
KURYAKYN
SHOW CHROME BIG BIKE
CYCLE CARE, TULSA, J&M
3812 W. 6 th St. TUE.- FRL

AMARILLO, TX. 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
(806) 351-1998 SAT.

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
FOR SALES & INFORMATION CONTACT David Cutsinger
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Brown

Automotive Group

o 4.0

() (sc | HONDA

" Larry Erickson
Sales Representative

Cell (806) 420-8318
larry erickson@brownautogrp .com
Bus. Phone (806) 353-7211 4300 South Georgia
www.smallerprofit.com Amarillo, Texas 78110
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Associate Individual Membership: For those individuals who want to join GWRRA and its benefits
but do not own a Gold Wing or Valkyrie can pay the annual membership fee of $50 for one year, $95
for two years and $135 for three years.

Associate Family Membership: For families with two or more people in the household who want to
join GWRRA and its benefits and do not own a Gold Wing or Valkyrie can pay the annual
membership fees of $60 for one year, $115 for two years and $165 for three years.
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News from the Texas District

GWRRA Texas District has received THE
certificate from the Texas Department of
Public Safety authorizing GWRRA to
conduct riding courses within the State of
Texas. According to District Director Fred
Mew, this was the result of hard work put
forth by District Educator Chet Roby, John
Bourg, and Harry Dollarhide.The State of
Texas has recognized that our programs are
well prepared and has awarded the
certificate for a two year period.

DD Fred Mew stated, “Only through the
efforts of the entire Rider Education TEAM
can we continue to provide world class
education to our members. It is indeed an
honor when a State recognizes the
worthiness of our program. Hearty
congratulations to all Educators for a job
well done!”.
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Texas District
Mid-Winter Roundup
January 14, 2012
New Braunfels Convention Center
375 South Castell Avenue
New Braunfels, Texas

All Chapter Core Team members are urged
to attend this very important meeting. And,
anyone else who is interested in learning
more about the operations of GWRRA
chapters is invited to attend.

More information is available on page 2 of
the October Texas District Newsletter which
can be found on the District Website at:
Www.gwrra-tx.org

There is also a list of hotels with addresses,
phone numbers and rates on page 3 of the
same newsletter. In order to obtain the
stated rate, you will need to identify yourself
as a member of GWRRA when you make
your reservation. There is also a list of rates
available for our District Convention in May,
S0 you might just want to get those
reservations in early!
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Your Opinion Counts!

3
-> Share your opinion
= $ = on International’'s website
A 2 Remember to check out GWRRA's
"$ &# > Homepage at www.GWRRA.org
2 C? P T

to let us know your opinion of a variety of

buas M subjects in our polls.

We always have a current GWRRA topic. To
let us know your opinion. Check it out

# 3 DD@ $0 $ $D & = 3%

= $$ Previous Wing Dings in Ft. Wayne have always
brought big crowds and we expect the same in 2012. Located right on
Highway 930, this easily accessible facility is located within a day's drive
of 21% of the U.S. population. So plan on riding in, parking the bike and
enjoying the ceremonies, hundreds of exhibits, manufacturer demo's,
seminars, entertainment and more all in one location! We look forward to
seeing you in Ft. Wayne, Indiana next July 4-7, 2012!
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