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( | TIPS FOR THE MOTORCYCLE PASSENGER
(Or How To Get Invited To Go Riding Again)

AMagiLio 5

By Chuck Hawks
Riding on a motorcycle with a friend is one of the most fun things you can do. It can be an even more enjoyable experi-
ence if the passenger understands and follows a few simple rules. To be the kind of passenger riders want to ride with,
remember the following:
1. Wear clothing that will give you some protection in the unlikely event of a spill. As a minimum, you should wear the
following to protect yourself:

Footwear that protects your feet and your ankles (hiking boots are good).

Durable pants--leather is best; lacking leather, you will have to make do with jeans, work pants, or something similar.

An abrasion resistant jacket that zips or buttons up close to the neck (again, leather is best if you have it; a nylon flight
jacket or parka are satisfactory, and a Levis-type jacket will do in a pinch).

Durable gloves.

Eye protection--ideally, the helmet you borrow or own should have a face shield for comfort as well as protection. If it
does not, goggles are good, and glasses (dark or prescription) will do.

2. You should also attempt to dress appropriately for the weather. If you have not ridden very much, you probably do not
realize how hot or how cold it can be on a motorcycle. If it is hot, it will feel a lot hotter while you are riding; if it is cold, it
will feel a lot colder while you are riding. Ask the rider for advice about dressing for the anticipated conditions, but don't
compromise your minimum level of protection as described above.

On hot sunny days, one trick is to wear an extra large white shirt over your jacket. It will reflect a lot of heat and help
keep you cool. In general, it is easier to dress safely and comfortably for a cool day than for a hot one. Lastly, don't wear
anything loose and floppy (like a long scarf or bell bottom pants) that could get caught in the rear wheel, sprockets, drive
chain or belt, or any other moving part of the motorcycle. You could injure yourself, and might cause an accident.

3. Wear a securely fastened helmet that fits properly. Most riders have extra helmets and will be glad to loan you one. A
helmet should be a snug fit; it should not be possible to twist it around on your head. The strap should be pulled as tight
as you can get it. You can test for fit, and to see if the strap is tight, like this: grasp the chinbar of a full coverage helmet,
or the edge of an open face helmet directly over your forehead, and try to pull the helmet backwards off your head. If the
helmet winds up on the back of your head, tighten the strap or get a helmet that fits.

The rider can show you how to put on your helmet properly and easily (you kind of roll it onto your head from the front). If
you ride often, you will eventually want to buy your own helmet. Just about any motorcycle shop can help you pick out a
suitable helmet that fits you correctly.

4. Before you attempt to mount the motorcycle, make sure that the passenger footpegs are down. (They fold up when
not in use, and it is easy for the rider to forget to put them down for you.) If you don't know where the footpegs are, have
the rider point them out to you.

Also, beware of the hot exhaust pipes. Make sure you know where they are, and don't let your leg or any part of your
body touch them as you mount or dismount the motorcycle. They can give you a severe burn right through the heaviest
pants.

5. It is customary to get on or off the motorcycle from the left side. Always wait for the rider to tell you it's okay to mount
or dismount. If you start to clamber on (or off) when the rider does not expect it, the sudden motion of the motorcycle will
be disconcerting. You could even pull the motorcycle over, a big no-no. (To be continued in the March newsletter)



GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSQCIATION

ColdWeather Starting

Because you have a wet clutch you need to know this
By: James R. Davis

For those that have been riding more than a year it prplsmhbt new news, so consider it just
a reminder.

Regardless of whether or not you have an indicatorsthat your bike is in neutral, ALWAYS
hold your clutch all the way in when starting your bike.

Next, and this one can save you pain and damage tokgteAh\WAY S hold your front brake
(HARD) before dropping the bike into gear - even when yauchk is being held all the way
in. Because you have a wet clutch, cold weather say@ma oil to thicken and your
clutch/flywheel tend to stick together after sitting fewvsral hours with the engine off. Be-
cause of this, merely holding your clutch lever fully eyeghis no assurance that when you
drop into gear the bike will not jump forward unless you araly braked.

Copyright © 1992 - 2010 by The Master Strategy Group, all righésved.
http://www.msgroup.org

(James R. Davis is a recognizexpert witnessn the fields of Motorcycle Safety/Dynamics.)
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, 0 John & | would like to thank everyone in our club for

the honor of being the 2011 Couple of the year. Bill &
_ Betty were a very hard act to follow. We would have
20112012 COUPLE OF THE YEAR loved to have been able to attend more of the Gold
Wing activities but we all know how jobs can get in the
way of fun. We would like to wish Glenn & Judy Tyler
the best this year and we know they will do a great job
representing Topwings. Congratulations Glenn & Judy

our 2012 Couple of the Year. John & Deb-
bie Kelly
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The riding season is just around the corner for some of us
that don't ride that much when the weather turns cold. | have
been thinking of some of the places | have been and making
a list of the spots that would be considered a "day" ride.
These are on my short list,

Palo Duro Canyon - Buffalo Lake- The Overlook, back by
Canyon or Clarendon - Black Kettle National Park and Black
Mesa In Oklahoma - Canadian - The back roads into Miami
and the back roads into Lefors - Old Mobetie- Lake Fryor by
Perryton- Palo Duro Lake and the Alligater farm in
Spearman- Lake McClellan - Lake Meredith and Alibates,
taking the paths of Panhandle to Borger, the Fritch Hwy or
out to 4way- Tucumcari , Conchas and Ute lakes - Clayton -
Dalhart- Boys Ranch - Shamrock back by the rest area to
Memphis - Quartz Mountain Resort - Lubbock to the
museums- Canyon Museum- Claude Museum- Panhandle
Museum- Dumas Museum. Maybe we can plan some rides
this year to revisit some of these places or find new ones.
Glenn
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S h a$ rps Honda . Yamaha Szl . Polaris JKTM
Motorsports

1-40 & Eastern Amarillo, TX

-The areas leading and most knowledgeable sales staff
-Offering the best in sales, parts, and service for over 40 years
-A full line of parts and accessories with unprecedented customer service

-The largest selection of mptgljéylce's and ATVs in the Texas panhandle

Striving for Excellence
R g .r_..‘::,,_ f' - ,

_..DRIVEN

ph. 806.373.3051




Il T 2(
34 56 "0
7& 8
4 99 4 4 - - @ Y4#* +( >A
xn ) #&.#8*D &  *< - Ly m <)
")
5 @ 2 6 X 2 #

- 2?7 342 0B
+$+$ >GO / B+$ +% ? G C |/ > 3B
+$G9 ? G # GO / < G # G
7 F , , B"I2112 04 ol = :<I:2

n"ol* g /2" | $ 5 1
565 - 5, 5 / ,
1 / 4 |/ B Ch<!I2 %
% 9I: 9 9=:D 59! C9CID;95 2 812
% , B<! / % 1 :
, 26 $
2F
$
$/
. 2 $

[ 2 *"9l2G 2
9l::9":D<= 9I::9":D<92 , $2




0111 2 |
34 56

e 6(G (O 64('%-0
: #- ##41 ( (4

Happy Birthday to:

<7 6%

Happy Anniversary to:
G .Q» ___ V= Ay,

Happy
Anniversary
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Speclalizmg in Auto/Motorcycle Repalr and Bmlding

Champion Trikes

463-1118

Diagnostic & Repair

xSidecars
* Trikes

Colorado

r GOLDWINGS
Trailer

1500/1800

N Harley-Davidson
Ultra Classic

* Trailers

xHard Bags
*Reverse Gear
xEasy Steer

=& much more....

Ao ST

(Bldg 3814) X
Western
Business

Park

Business Park

Western St

HOURS:

3814 Business Park Amarillo Tx 79110

Lone Star Financial Consultants

Chuck Ferrell Marc Ferrell

3101 Hobbs, Suite 201
Amarillo, Texas 79109

806-331-5732
Toll Free 866-502-5732

Present this coupon for 10% off
of any single item purchase at:
”-—-..\

Western Crossing Shopping Center
I-40 & S. Western (2207 S. Western)

806-331-0022

Referred by: '

MON 8AM TO 6PM HD Reverse Gear
CLOSED SAT & SUN

monpa  huY

Lar Erickson

Sales Representative

Cell (806) 420-8318
larry erickson@brownautogrp.com
Bus. Phone (806) 353-7211 4300 South Georgia
www.smallerprofit.com Amarillo, Texas 79110

e

BARNETT CYCLE
CARGO TRAILERS

Jerry Barnett

24696 Marks Rd.
Splendora, TX

713-201-5090

Bear1947 @ Juno.com
BARNETT CYCLE.COM
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Burkhalter Automotive
4901 Dumas Dr. Bl >
Amarillo TX 79108 1
! " # $
JOE BURKHALTER (Owner) 0 WATL
383-3637 (Work) ASE /0 &&$ /0 (
381-9811 (Home) Certified
SALES, SERVICE RESIDENTIAL
INSTALLATION Emergency Service COMMERCIAL
k B T L R INDUSTRIAL
C.B. PLUMBING CO.
HEATING & AIR Donald Conley
Licensed & Bonded ATTORNEY AT LAW
AALANANDNNNDS 1220 S. GEORGIA, SUITE E
806-356-3400
e N S W N
M-15956 PHONE (806) 376-5853 P.O. BCX 1605
HAROLD BARCLAY P.O. BOX 30531 My
22 Years Experience AMARILLO, TEXAS 70120 FAX (806) 376-6066 AMARILLO, TEXAS 79105

THE TRIKE SHOP OF AMARILLO INC.

FEATURING
THE ULTIMATE CONVERSION
CALIFORNIA SIDECAR CONVERSION

ESCAPADE & CHEYENNE TRAILERS
FOR 1500 & 1800 GW, VALKYRIE & HARLEY DAVIDSON

CLEAN USED BIKES & TRAILERS

ACCESSORIES
KURYAKYN
SHOW CHROME BIG BIKE

CYCLE CARE, TULSA, J&M
| 3812 W. 6 th St. TUE.- FRI.
AMARILLO, TX. 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
(806) 351-1998 SAT.
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
FOR SALES & INFORMATION CONTACT David Cutsinger
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The theme for the 2012 Texas District
Convention May 17 — 19 in New Braunfels,
Texas has been selected as:

Texas Derby Days

So, gather up your derby hats, riding silks,
and riding crops and join in the spirit of the
event.

All rooms are blocked under the
group naméGWRRA”

Host Hotel: Ramada Inn
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Rates available through May 1, 2012

La Quinta
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Rates available through May 1, 2012

Super 8
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Rates available through May 5, 2012

Sleep Inn
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Rates available through April 26, 2012
Wingate
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Rates available through February 1, 2012

Additional information can be found on the
website Topwings.org under upcoming
events or GWRRA-TX.ORG.
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News From Region H =Cs ! (%
FABULOUS FIFTIES

is the theme for the Region H Convention s
March 29-31, 2012

at the Marshall, Texas Convention Center =

EGION H _ =
\ABULOUS SOS"
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One of the many events being offered during
this convention is an ART PARTY.
Participants will be provided with all the
supplies and step by step instructions to
create your personal masterpiece. The
class will last 2 — 3 hours and the acrylic
painting on canvas, of a scene from Caddo
Lake, will be yours to take home.

The Host Hotel, Holiday Inn Express, is
offering a special GWRRA. rate.
Reservations can be made at 903-934-9700.
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Wing Ding 34 in Ft. Wayne will host many new and exciting events such as the Welcome
Party in the Amish Town of Grabill, Indiana  featuring outdoor vendors, antique shops, buggy
rides, homemade ice cream and much more hosted by Visit Fort Wayne!

We're planning a Fourth of July Celebration just for Wing Ding attendees on top of one of the
IPFW (Indiana-Purdue Ft. Wayne) Parking Garages for VIP viewing of the cities annual
fireworks display. This evening will incorporate the Light Parade and feature exclusive music,
dancing, food vendors and more  just for Wing Ding attendees on the top floor of the garage
(and reserved parking in the rest of the garage). Or, you can mingle with the community
attendees throughout the campus enjoying their annual celebration in their family-friendly,
alcohol-free atmosphere.

The AMA's Motorcycle Museum Hall of Fame Inductee Craig Vetter will be hosting a lecture
each day of Wing Ding 34 so don't miss out on this unique insight into motorcycling history.
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SEPTEMBER PICTURE OF THE MONTH
GLENN TYLER'S BIKE READY FOR CHRISTMAS




